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Designing Privacy into Google+ 

June 13, 2012 

Google’s mission: 

To organize the world’s information and  

make it universally accessible and useful 
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Google’s guiding privacy principles 
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• Use information to provide our users with valuable 

products and services. 

• Develop innovative products that reflect strong privacy 

standards and practices. 

• Make the collection of personal information transparent. 

• Give users meaningful choices to protect their privacy. 

• Be a responsible steward of the information we hold. 

How we do privacy at Google 
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• Privacy experts from Engineering, Legal, User 

Research, Design, and Public Policy are embedded 

in our product development and launch process 

• Training for engineers and product managers 

• Teams create and maintain audited privacy design 

documents 

• Restricted and audited access to internal systems 
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 Privacy Tools and Resources 

• Google Dashboard 

• Privacy Center 

• Ads Preferences Manager 

• Transparency Report 

• Data Liberation Front 

•Encrypted Search 

•Other features for transparency and control  

 

 

 

 

Privacy in plain language 
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Google Privacy Center 

www.google.com/privacy 

Google Privacy Channel on YouTube 

www.youtube.com/googleprivacy 
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Transparency and Control: Privacy Tools 
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What is Google +? 
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• Social Destination 

 

• Social Spine 
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Sharing as you would in real life 
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We designed Google+ with privacy in mind, 

including a number of different features that 

provide you with transparency and choice 

over who can see what type of information 

you post or share  

Google Confidential and Proprietary 

Google+ 

Circle controls 

Find My Face 

Photo controls 
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Circles 
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In real life, we have numerous circles of friends 

and share information differently with each 

circle 

Google Confidential and Proprietary 

Contextual Privacy Controls When Posting 

You make a proactive 

privacy choice every 

time you post on 

Google+. We ask you 

to think about who you 

are sharing with. 

You can also prevent 

others from 

commenting or from 

onward sharing your 

post to help keep 

limited posts stay 

limited. 
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Google Confidential and Proprietary 

Face Tagging 

I can tag people I know in a photo. When I do, that 

person will be notified and can accept or reject the 

tag. This give people control over their images on 

Google+. 

Google Confidential and Proprietary 

Find My Face 

In addition to actively tagging photos, Google+ can suggest when you are 

in photos so others can tag you using the "Find My Face" feature. You 

control when this feature is turned on - we ask you first before it's enabled. 

And you can always turn it off.  
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Google Confidential and Proprietary 

Settings 

Google Confidential and Proprietary 

Education 
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Q & A 


