200708 38 INTA R B 8 H &%

a3 I L R B & BN AT

Message from Overseas Commissioners

pii
]

\

=

—

REESEMELREREENRT - R
AEFBIEMNOAEZE 51997 F2T
MRHFBE  RMREBE=FNTIFH
& BRER - R RAUERER
TLE#EREXENTNEE  KEEEDT
KEEEAEREALEHES AR BBERE
HAREZSMASELER - RAESSIML
RBREIEHLREFZHTREABHNNEES
FENEZREERER - BB TR
THE HEHFRERAEEEMNAFERE &
BEARRRTHERN - HESEERHRE
FESREER

R FEEHEBSERIR -

Karem Curtls
SEMNALBEEE

[EEEEN TR AR SABHIE - T8 -
FHHEMESEEYZEMNTIERE 18
RRENAI K ARE - BEZFEELEEER
ER2001F7 AR EEEREE
ABRILEBEEREBNMENKSR AT
WMEBIFEREY TEARTERER - AREM
FiEEUAE - XaERTMNBE - Bt
AUERZZFELESZER  HBSEMAN
A —H - EABKL 2 B K
EBRIREENEIHENES KA
NERENFIBETTRIEZ RS EFLER
#w —HEEES - B200/F3EZ T
EELR BREEAMREEREMEAR
FLEEHEXEEANIBRER  EEEAW
Bk o |

Helen versey

|

wwstralian Government

Office of the Privacy Commissioner

Commissioner \Woo,

“t am writing to You as a dear and valued colleague. Building
ow the previous good relationships between previous Hong Kong
and Australian Commissioners since 1995, for over three
years you and ( have enjoyed an excellent productive working
relationship. During this time we have worked collaboratively as
members of the Asia Pacific Privacy Authorities Forum, in the
lmplementation of the APEC Privacy framework and as part of
the tnternational Data Protection Commissioners Conferences.
Our staff members have also forged links as we plan for Privacy
Awareness Week and as we examine Lmportant global issues
affecting the handling of personal information of our citizens.
Owur cooperative working relationship at the Commissioner and
office level has beew a highlight for me personally and ( believe
has seen witness to enhanced data protection outcomes.

t Look forward to continuing our excellent collaboration.”

Karen Curtls
Australian Pr’waog commissioner

Office of the
Wictorian Privacy
Commissionear

“The task of a regulator can be a lonely affair. But it
is greatly alleviated by establishing strong working
relationships with other regulators. The Office of the Victorian
Privacg commlissioner (Privaog Vvictoria) was established in
July 2001. From its inception this office has greatly benefited
from the wisdom and experience of the Hong Kong Privacy
Commissioners of Personal Data and owr offices respective
staff have established excellent working relations. As we
adwinister similar legislation and have similar functions we
ave able to shave our thinking on many topics which has the
added benefit of encouraging consistency of approach. (w our
early days we successfully adopted the Hong Kong initiative
of having a Data Protection Officers’ Club and established
our owwn Privacy Victoria Network of public sector privacy
officers which continues to flourish. Since t was appointed
Commissioner in March 2007 | have greatly benefited from
being able to seek advice and exchange ideas with Mr. woo,
and other members of the Asia Pacific Privacy Authorities.”

Helew Versey
Privacy Commissioner
Office of the Victorian Privacy Commissioner, Australia
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Jennifer Stoddart
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Privacy Commissioner

Commissariat
4 la pratection de
la vie privée du Canada

“Through organizations such as the Asia-Pacific Bconomic
Cooperation, Asia Pacific Privacy Authorities and the (nternational
Conference, Commissioner Woo and your office play a very important
vole in helping to adoress intermational privacy issues.

n toolm{j's wired world, it is wo Longer possible to protect pri\/acg
on a country-by-country basis - international data flows are too
great; technologies are evolving too rapidly; and jurisdictional
challenges can seem too daunting. Given the growing importance of
the Asia Pacific economies, your participation in the global privacy
dialogue is critical.

t deeply value the relationship our two Offices have developed
while working together to find global solutions for growing
privacy challenges.”

Jennifer Stoddart

Privacy Commissioner of Canada
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Brivsh Columbia

“As canada’s Asia Pacific province, British Columbia has strong
soctal and economic ties with Hong Kong, and these are reflected
tn the long-standing connections between Hong Kong'’s Office
of the commissioner for Personal Data and the Office of the
nformation and Privacy Commissioner for British Columbia.
Hong Kong is fortunate to have an oversight agency that is
active, innovative and highly respected internationally for its
leadership in privacy enforcement. our offices keep in close
touch and we benefit a great deal from owr relationship with our
friends and colleagues tn Hong Kong.”

pavid Loukidelis
nformation and Privacy Commissioner for
British columbia, canada
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“ln a globalised world and an ever-expanding information
society, the protection of personal data has become increasingly
important. Data protection authorities around the world must
therefore build alliances and work together in order to effectively
protect personal data. | am therefore very pleased that the Hong
Kong Privacy Commissioners’ Office and the Dutch data
Protection Authority have solid and pleasant working relations.
The Hong Kowng Privacy Commissioner's Office is an Lmportant
partner in Asia and t sincerely hope to be able to work closely
together with my colleague in the years to come.”

Jacob Kohnstamm
Chairman, Dutch Data Protection Authority
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“In the age of globalization, cooperation between privacy
commissioners from all continents has become most essential
in protecting people’s personal data privacy from the abuse of
information technology and wmassive data flow.

The sharing of practices among commissioners has enhanced our
ability and enabled us to deal with complaints about international
data transfer more effectively. It also allows us to exchange
views anod reach consensus own topical privacy issues, which are
constantly changing due to technological evolution, and have
great bmpact on the ever-growing population in the world. We are
very pleased that Hong Kong has joined the annual nternational
Conference of Data Protection and Privacy Commissioners since
the establishment of its office. At present, the Commissioners
of France, Netherlands and Hong Kong form the Acereditation
Comumittee in the nternational Conference ana so we have a special
working relationship.

As in every country with data protection law, the Privacy
Commissioner in Hong Kong is obliged to maintain transparency
bg reporting its activities in the annual report, which is a
fundamental guarantee of the independence that each Privac

Commissioner must demonstrate as a part of his duties.
Sometimes it is hard to strike a balance betweew social and
commercial interests. Every year we read Hong Kong's annual
report with great interest. We wish Mr Roderick WoO great
suceess in his undertakings. He can count on our cooperation.”

Alex TURK

Chairman of the French Data Protection Authority,

Chatrman of the Buropean group of Data Protection Authorities
established b Y the Ut leglslation,

General Secretary of the French Speaking

“Assoclation of Data Protection Authorities”
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“Hong Kong's Personal Data (Privacy) ordinance of 1996 which
after the New Zealand's Privacy Act 1992 was the second privacy
Law outside Burope to cover the private as well as the public sector.
Both laws are based ow internationally accepted standards on
fair information practices and are therefore very similar.

Over the years, the two privacy commissioners’ offices have built
a special relationship and have learnt much from each other. It
has been useful for us to work together on many initiatives, for
example on Asia Pacific Privacy Awareness Week, and in the
contribution on Asia/Pacific approach to international privacy
issues at the nternational Privacy Commissioners Conference.
t firmly believe that this enduring relationship will enhance the
protection of personal data across the region and beyond.”

Marie Shroff
?rivacg Commissioner, New Zealand

“The weed for personal information to be properly protected
and for privacy to be adequately safeguarded has never been
greater. Rapid developments with ever-cheaper technology, high-
profile mistakes and scandals and the influence of dedicated
Commissioners have transformed data protection into a truly
mainstream issue. Bveryone is now aware that concerns ow the
part of the public, the media and politicians have multiplied the
reputational and regulatory risks of getting things wrong. own
top of this, the march of globalisation has wade data protection
a truly international topic. The closeness of our respective
approaches was really brought howme to me during my visit in
February 2008 alongside david Loukidelis, the Commissioner
for British columbia in canada. The British and Hong Kong
approaches especially have so much in common that it was such
a vich and mutually educational visit for exchanging so much
information about strategies and tactics for making the law
work in practice.”

Richard Thomas
information Commissioner

Office of the information Commissioner, United Kingdom





