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“33. ... this judgment is not suggesting that the press or other
media organizations fall outside the scope of the Ordinance. On the
contrary, it is clear that they are caught by its provisions if and to

»”

the extent that they engage in the collection of personal data... ...

“34. All sorts of reasons may exist for the media to collect personal
data. For instance, one can envisage a newspaper engaged in
investigative journalism compiling over a long period a dossier on
a public official suspected of involvement in corrupt activity or of
having financial interests which conflict with his public duties. To
take a less dramatic example, a newspaper may build up files on
well-known personalities for the purposes of writing their eventual
obituaries. These are likely to be instances of personal data
collection and, subject to the express exemptions provided by
section 61 and DPP1(3), would fall within the scope of the
Ordinance and the data protection principles. If photographs
formed part of the dossiers compiled, they too would become

»

personal data subject to the statutory requirements.

“49. ... There is no such a thing as unqualified freedom of the
press or absolute right of the individual. This is not a case of the
freedom of press versus the right of the individual both of which
are bulwarks of a free society. It is a case of the co-existence of two
great principles that needs to be carefully balanced. A free press is,

after all, a responsible press. Freedom, in whatever form, will only
thrive under law......”
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